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BRIG.-GEN’L LORD THOMSON will 
speak at a luncheon under the auspices 
of the F. P. A., Boston Branch, on Sat- 
urday, January 10, at the Hotel Copley 
Plaza, at one o'clock, on “Egypt and Its 
International Position.” 
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DISQUIETING DEVELOPMENTS | 





fi HE British Government has confirmed 
its decision not to evacuate the Co- 
logne bridgehead on January 10 as pro- 
vided for in the Versailles Treaty. The 
Conference of Ambassadors has prepared, 
for the approval of the Allied govern- 
ments, its note to Germany justifying the 
British action on the ground that Germany 
has not carried out fully the disarmament 
provisions of the Treaty. This charge is 
based on the preliminary report (still un- 
published) of the Allied Military Control 
Commission. 

In the meantime, in Germany, public re- 
sentment is universal over what is every- 
where regarded as a violation of the 
Treaty. On Christmas Day, War Minister 
Gessler denied categorically the charges 
of the Military Commission as interpreted 
by press reports from Paris during the 
last few weeks. Moreover, he charged, ac- 
cording to a summary of his statement in 
the New York Times of December 27, that 
“France wants to continue the occupation, 
since it is the basis of her whole Rhineland 
policy. Having been prevented from up- 
holding Poincaré’s thesis that the occupa- 
tion period laid down in the Versailles 
Treaty has not begun to run yet, France 
now proceeds to spread fairy tales concern- 
ing Germany’s war-like preparations in 
order to stay on German soil.” At the 
same time General Von Cramon, formerly 
head of the German Army Commission, 
which cooperated in disarming Germany 
with General Nollet, now French Minister 
of War, denounced the Entente policy as 
calculated to “get rid of General von Seeckt 
because the latter has succeeded in mak- 
ing the little Reichswehr (the German 
army of 100,000 permitted under the 
Treaty) an admirably disciplined force 
and Germany’s only bulwark despite all 
obstacles thrown in his path.” 

The British government, disturbed by 
the profound reaction in Germany, is seek- 


ing to give assurance that her action is net 
meant to indicate an indefinite occupation 
of German territory. British opinion does 
not share the French view as to the extent 
of the German violations of the Treaty. 
The British presg.points out that since 
Cologne is conshiied by the French as 
essential to their gme of communications 
in the Ruhg#Britist evag¢uation now could 
only have nt tant »French troops 
would have eched in, © This obviously 
would havetbeen @ven more resented in 
Germany. 

Do these charges and counter charges 
endanger the Dawes Plan? Yes, if the 
French emphasis on the charges against 
Germany is motivated by something more 
than a mere desire to insure the latter’s 
disarmament; Yes, if Germany’s resent- 
ment at the British action and French 
distrust hides any hope of evading the 
Treaty disarmament provisions; No, if 
France does not wish to use the charges 
against Germany as an excuse for delay- 
ing the evacuation of the Ruhr, promised 
within a year by Herriot at the London 
Conference last July; No, if the German 
extremists, strengthened by the Entente 
attitude, do not succeed in sabotaging Ger- 
man efforts at fulfillment. 

As yet, the issue is not clear. The next 
few weeks may determine whether the 
greatest single effort at appeasement in 
Europe since the war is to be jeopardized. 

JAMES G. MCDONALD. 

French Debts to the United States 
ALADROITNESS either on the part 
of Ambassador Jusserand or Finance 
Minister Clemente] has created here in 
some quarters the unfortunate impression 
that either the French government does 
not know its own mind or is not seriously 
planning to meet its obligations. The fail- 
ure of Clementel to include in his financial 
balance sheet recently submitted to Par» 
liament French debts to our government 
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as a liability was answered December 29 
by Senator Reed of Pennsylvania, who in 
concluding a critical analysis said, “the 
entire American Congress, about 99 9/10 
per cent of the American people are fixedly 
determined not to cancel one red cent of 
the debt.” 
Much as one may recognize France’s 
moral right to cancellation, any such pro- 
sal is now obviously politically impossi- 
ble. Hence, it would seem desirable at the 
earliest possible moment that the French 
and the American authorities work out 
some basis of refunding of the French obli- 
gations. But the task is enormously diffi- 
cult. The French margin for such pay- 
ments at present does not exist and for a 
long time will be extremely meagre. 
Britain would be certain to resent the 
granting to France of more favorable 
terms than those accorded to her in the 
aldwin agreement of 1922, unless of 
rse this settlement were readjusted. 
American insistence on compensation for 
war claims and Rhine army costs from the 
Dawes receipts diminishes the capacity of 
both Britain and France to pay, and meas- 
urably strengthens the impression in both 
countries that we are a harsh creditor. 
Only the soundest statesmanship in Lon- 
don and Paris and Washington, coupled 
here with constructive generosity, can pre- 
vent interallied debts from growing into 
a regrettable source of international fric- 
tion. J. G. McD. 


The League and the Irish “Treaty” 


S THE DOCUMENT which ended civil 
war in Ireland and on the basis of 
which dominion status was granted to the 
Irish Free State a treaty? The Free State 
government says “yes.” The Baldwin 
Cabinet says “no.” The issue was raised 
in connection with the proposal of the 
Free State that its engagement with Great 
Britain be registered by the League of Na- 
tions under the terms of Article XVIII of 
the Covenant, which provides that “every 
treaty or international engagement enter- 
ed into hereafter by any Member of the 
League shall be forthwith registered with 
the Secretariat and shall as soon as possi- 
ble be published by it. No such treaty 
or international engagement shall be bind- 
ing until so registered.” The treaty was 
submitted by the Free State to the League 
for registration during the time Ramsay 
MacDonald was Prime Minister. No for- 
mal objection was raised by the Labor 
Government. But immediately upon the 
change of administration, Foreign Minis- 
ter Chamberlain entered a caveat against 
the League’s recognition of the Irish 
agreement as a treaty in the international 
sense of the word. The issue involved may 
reach much farther than the relations be- 
tween the Irish Free State and Britain or 
the relations between the former and the 
League. The other self-governing do- 
minions of the Empire will be keenly in- 
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terested, because the decision in the case 
of the Free State will tend to be a prece. 
dent for determining whether similar en. 
gagements between them and the mother 
country are international engagements in 
the sense used in the Covenant. 

J. G. McD. 


Germany and The League of Nations 

ERMANY has now clearly defined her 

attitude towards the League of Na- 
tions. The note of Foreign Minister 
Stresemann addressed to Geneva and 
published by the League’s Secretary on 
December 22 may be summarized as fol- 
lows: Recent political developments in 
Germany have made it possible for the 
latter to join the League. However, her 
exceptional position under the Treaty of 
Versailles which limits her army to 100- 
000 and her central location with a fron- 
tier of nearly 3,500 miles and an extensive 
coast line, surrounded as she is by power- 
ful neighbors some of which have an un- 
limited and powerful war equipment, make 
it impossible for her to participate in the 
sanctions contained in Article XVI of the 
Covenant. Stresemann therefore argues 
that Germany should be permitted to say 
how far in any given instance she would 
participate in the League’s military and 
economic sanctions. 

A few days earlier, December 17, Ger- 
many notified the League that it will par- 
ticipate in the Arms Traffic Control Con- 
ference to be held in Geneva on May 4. 
This acceptance brings the number of par- 
ticipating nations to twenty-three, includ- 
ing the United States. 


The F. P. A. Executive Committee en- 
tertained Lord Thomson at luncheon on 
Friday, Dec. 26, and Viscount Cecil of 
Chelwood at luncheon on Monday, Dec. 29. 


“America First” 

HE National Council for the Preven- 

tion of War has issued in very attrac- 
tive poster form striking extracts from a 
sermon preached in the National Cathe- 
dral, Washington, D. C., September 7, by 
the Rt. Rev. G. Ashton Oldham on the 
text “America First.” Dr. Oldham’s 
spiritual interpretation of this slogan, 
monopolized heretofore by our ultra-na- 
tionalists, should receive the widest possi- 
ble distribution. Copies may be secured 
through the National Council for the Pre- 
vention of War, 532 Seventeenth Street, 
N. W., Washington, D .C. 

International Law and International 
Relations 

NDER the title “International Law 

and International Relations” Colum- 
bia University has published a descriptive 
circular concerning all courses in interna- 
tional affairs offered by the several grad- 
uate and undergraduate schools at Morn- 
ingside Heights. Copies may be obtained 
from the Secretary of the University on 
request. 
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